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the blood that flows from the veins of unarmed yeo-
manry and women and children. Give to the living time
to bury and lament their dead in the quietness of private
sorrow. Having performed this work of beneficence
and mercy on your inland border, turn, and look with
the eye of justice and compassion on your vast popula-
tion along the coast. Unclench the iron grasp of your
embargo. Take measures for that end before another
sun sets. . . . Let it no longer be said that not one
ship of force, built by your hands, yet floats upon the
ocean. ... If then the war must be continued, go to
the ocean. If you are seriously contending for mari-
time rights, go to the theatre where alone those rights
can be defended. Thither every indication of your for-
tune points you. There the united wishes and exertions
of the nation will go with you. Even our party divi-
sions, acrimonious as they are, cease at the water's

Events soon forced the policy urged by Mr.
Webster upon the administration, whose friends
carried first a modification of the embargo, and
before the close of the session introduced a bill
for its total repeal. The difficult task of advo-
cating this measure devolved upon Mr. Calhoun,
who sustained his cause more ingeniously than in-
genuously. He frankly admitted that restriction
was a failure as a war measure, but he defended
the repeal on the ground that the condition of
affairs in Europe had changed since the restrictive
policy was adopted. It had indeed changed sincei
the embargo of 1807, but not since the imposition